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Itis a final termination of unsatisfactory relationships.

‘};-_ N Biliey .y

Gm’"‘ of Desertion and Diyorce in W
istics are available about the deserted families in India.

Data are also not available about divorces given under the Special
Marriage Act, 1954 and the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.
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of Desertion and Divorce
Social C“:::;ﬁ::gs j(;f both desertion and divorce are | :
The co { wife and children suffer much more emotj, i,
except tha because it entails a humiliating rejectjop, o theiln the
:‘:To :ﬁies with it lack of certainty. Will the husbapg r-fto N
He may mvc-met‘d'ea’lh.unnouced. Such are the Other Drobl[um.
which the wife and her chﬂdrtfn have to face, o em,.
Disorganization of the family does not epd with divorce OF dog
tion. This crisis is the final m’xtcome of the lo.ng Process of
disorganization. But it is final in thg sense that jt Tepresents , fo
break in a previously intimate relatlonsl:up. Both hush and ayg -
have to adjust to the new situations. If there are childrer, thei: 1
lives must continue in new and strange circumstances. Thus, Iapy |
consequences follow from divorce,

(1) Personal Disorganization of Divorced Persons, A certaj
dcsru: of mox:lt;urtpitude is often bestowed on the partieg in djvorce" 2
00 the ground tha |

Vorce also repy )
for aj] s €presents o f

rned. This ch undamental change in role and status f§
- This : i e o |
}hog With 3 strong ang :, e?ln‘ © may bring crisis in their lives. Only
1t with 1

Dtegrated life Organization may survive
®ase. But ope has to adjus

' situation.
’ IMing; : t to the new situa
line of forme:y “Hempt a4 Teadjustment g naturally along the
"h()le sity lion Bavloll'r patterns, formal ways of defining the
llfﬁtly '0 l:ts ) 1S Icversion is never wholly sumSSf;]

: e
all o muygt 1, \:,ncomplete Character. An entirely new |

of the map;

. Z . 100
It s jugr Ol faey orked out, whicy, takes into consideratio

rs n e ne . "
W si
sSuch Person Possibjq th Situation.

7 at eyve g y = many
Mzation , $ may hay N befope desertion or divorce

€ develo . dicorgh
'Ubjech. T"l Tesu|t of em °tizzglsyn-lptoms of personality di

n
io SYcholg CTISIS to which they have _'f:s'
Mtang o, S@bivagen, & o Manifestationg inciude suppress!
Nthtmare, * O of gy 0 OtiVations, py

4 o,
o Borbigyy . “idence gpg ambition, doubts, indecisi®
te Crred at,

gll
\2chments or aversio
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re. Such persons may face further crigjs after the deser-
and more.
o0 OF dl}’?:c::hich each divorce entails for the parties involved
The crt'; the particular situation. However, it pas been observed
#nes -:.;rc es or desertions which have_ taken p'ta.(‘te in case of those
wmmarriages were arranged by their Parents involye less crises
ms:“ case of those who married for |gve.
(i) Divorce and Sex Adjustmen;.
rer of sex urges creates

LA

The explosive
4 great problem

of visceral tensions, Both habit
In the sex activit

Y of marrijeq life,
enly interrupted the life Organizatjop
derangement. The dj 1zat

and imperious
for Satisfactory

- m— ey g

‘ interested ip some
other love ob]_ect, be in work, children, or various substitutes may
b‘;"ﬁugl} \'«'hl‘ch offer physical release. Divorced males often seek
ﬁi&mor‘l With cagya) companions and personal disorganization
result,
Divon:ed
is

the amateurs, Some of
(i) D °ME Prostitytes.

Which popr ¢ and Injured Ego. There are very
f both Parties haye co
0 mary;

Tlage ang it is oft
" SUCh g situation
¥ho fee]

S .
Other. 2t he or she

few instances in
ME 1o an agreement about the dissolution
€N one party which presses for such ap
is extremely humiliating to th‘e person
) lacking something to fill the life pl‘ the
i adjust'e Tejected Person with injured ego often feels difficult
i ey e I and relation-
ship o “€ and Habijry, A large number of contacts i
Of hp;,: THIAgE life are habitual in character. There is so xS
may RO even in e I YN SEL e congl
t\-ey have SeX relations. Many other activities of mameci ! ;elails s
" more Completely routinized down to such petty R L
buttering the toast. When the m

ivore

r .
")'lng the acon angd

-
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struggle to find their usual €Xpressiog .
do so brings unrest, dissatisfaction apg "

382

broken such habits
inevitable failure to

tions are introduced into the social relationships of both the py
after desertion of divorce, which may COns.eqw:m]y result i pe
disorganization of some sort. Firstly, his or her relationgpjp,
other persons, both those who are awarc of this changed statys
those who are not, become subtly gltered. Gossip in all its poisog,
and malicious forms is an irritating and often an object of terrg
It is often believed that every divorey
tl he or she has been proved innocent. ;

friends of divorced persons also often become suspicious of thep§lF .
They are thus forced to cut off arbitrarily from many of the groups :
with which they were formerly connected. The maladjustme ::--
resulting from the lessening of these contacts is particularly bitte 4
because of the high emotional tensions involved. Sometimes wholeff ©-
groups or even communities may be driven into two hostile camps ™
over the divorce of a prominent couple. In such situations the divor-gF== u
ced person is forced to redefine his situation at the same time that @

he is making new friends. Lacking this ability and cut off from theg™ i
old values, personalities may become disorganized. gEso

i ¥

a th
ns. This in - nis ;
ofclientsorm wdd

Divorce and Economic Position -
Many masculine occupations and professions are dependent
upon the goodwill and respect of other perso
circle may range from the relatively small group
practitioner or a grocer to the entire country when the divore® - &
a leading person is considered. This all-important goodwill may g s
severely affected by a divorce depending upon the reason for divorc* iy
M"',“Y employers also take into consideration the marital stalis 3 o~
lheur'cmployec for permanency, promotion, etc. it
~ Alimony represents another problem for the husband, ¥EE
is granted to the wife by the court. Such awards imply the e P
'.Uf the husband to support two households, which middie dery
income groups do not have. cod
ml:; kc:;c alimony is not granted or is insufficient wives are fo
helo is ;Lnnl:!wmcnt to support themselves or their
ke ety ing from some other sources. The employ™
gets may not be of the type for which she is fitted bY !

eﬂt |.v :
rainiobliy -
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FAMILY DISORGANIZATION 183

nality. The divorced women
often face severe economic
ntract illicit sexual relation-
If. In the lower social
is group who exploit

ay affect her perso
ked before must
vorced woman may co
le to support herse
recruited from th
y face the world alone.

dren of pivorced Persoms |
" ihe family children are amustom?d to 10911 to thg?u parents
" d security- The sudden interruption of this relation-

. . shock to the child’s developing per-

ry group 15 @
in an atmosphere of strong affection
he is bewildered and does not know

on may take various

™ | | Children with Re-married Parents. One situation is that the divor-
fien the case in Western

8 24 parents may remarry. This is very O
' o in our country. But the new home can
er or mother will

ay to turn. His positi

1. o eountries, but rarely s
. the divellstldom take the place of the old. The new step-fath
e time tf aiways be fundamentally a stranger, jacking the wisdom and affection
ff from i found in the old. For the average child of divorce, the intangible
aspects of family solidarity have gone out of his life. Few children,
tment to their new status.

however, may make a satisfactory adjus
the additional complexities of step-

When the parents remarry,

parents and half-brothers and sisters arise- A bewildering variety
0 o ol s created for the child. Strange 32 brothers, and sisters
"4l are suddenly introduced into his life and he finds the adjustment
“Tl"‘diiﬁcult. His parents are completely absorbed in the new
families and the child of the first marriage may find himself without
areal home. From such compleX situations personal disorganization

loom? as an unpleasant possibility. )
Children with Divorced Persons: Children 10 the -brokcn home
where father or mother is absent often fall prey 10 juvenile delin-
the 8° Quency, adolescent crime, S€¥ offences OF become vagrants. A
g Eﬂse of guilt often attaches 10 the children of dl\'orceil because

eir paren “ transgl'fss the mores and such a
g someho’ ich a child whose parents have

SR child

'd must face a moral problem whic :
B died never £ IF the divorced woman 1€ ecONOMIC Tesources,
- ¢ date before complet-

the chi arlie
B d may go for em loyment at an € P

B
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i lives with o o
lay group- The child who lives with one of his d
g :ﬂcn susceptible to the humiliation of his playnl-,:r -
is role in the group may undergo 4 sljin‘rho '
c ch

rents. Thus, h
pa ffers for no fault of his. Emotional mgjyy

and his status SU
may even continue many years after he has left the play g ;
r()up

he may be prone to various symptoms of personat disore. P ”
such as missing classcs, smoking, and loitering in the stre Banizag i il

Children With Joint Family Members. In case Wherej?s'
system prevails divorce may not affect the children. In s:"h
children often remain with the mother’s or father’s fami| ch cage
not experience drastic interruption. Uncles and aunts act Lasnd ]
tute to fathers and mothers and the continuity of the basic . "
relationship remains substantially unbroken. -

Desirability and Undesirability of Divorce
Divorce is nearly always really a tragedy, for it generally means
disorganization of the personalities concerned and of their children
times one party wants a divorce in

as we have seen above. Some

order to marry another person. This leaves the other mate to fed

that he or she has been judged and found wanting, that he or sbe

failed to pass the test of a successful and co-operative Spous: This

makes the divorce process an emotional upheaval for the rejected
feel humiliated because bs

due to di'
They mu
and may
better cb
setting,

person. Or, the rejected person may
pride is hurt. . forms tt
Because marriages have proved unstable in the modern socicth l rightly ¢
many critics of manners and morals believing in old social V& comple»
disorgania®® § - persona

blame divorce for the current problems of family ;

But this appears to be one-sided reasoning, because ” he par® lf‘on‘ o
after the family is disorganized and when one 0T h 80 0 aunda“
have a strong desire to dissolve their relationst}ip' co:ccE
occur. in happy, well-adjusted families. Divorce 1 © "~ fherh in vl::
a legal status to the marriage already disrupted. 2P ;hich many
there are many unsatisfactory and unhappy ™ ” nlaws Simila
terminated because of religious belief, pressure from ler o Fich ¢
children who need care, inability of the wife t tallyi

and fear of loss of prestige. i vorc is natur
.uf"' it is also to be pointed out that widesPre®  or s :‘:f‘

ici i : VO in
judicial to public interest, and often partll::l g;.r ies ™) .

is a_llowed at the first instance so that the I ain.
durln‘ that pCl'iOd, and havc a normal faﬂlily llfc ﬂ-g
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FAMILY DISDRGANIZ»\TION 385

ble in the first state, because (i) it is conducive

g iy life is flcs“ad therefore, to cffective citizenship,_and (ii) for
:{,%“ f"ﬂzlflfcf:ti'“’f'i""“g z::ol,d and adequate care and training for the

e o aret i 51 family system.
gy pnns1b‘whg’ch < nowhere well supplied outside the y sy

1 ren.,
?8foup P Tensions and Divorce
e 1ily Tensions . .
?Ef:.m “tmfdan(c\.:f;‘:;“-_q‘ged the various factors which cause tensions
joing f w,c h::msband and wife in a family and ultlmatcl}{ lead to ficser-
Sm:h:: w“eindworce. The effects of such tensions, desertion or divorce
'“b’andg uonﬂ(;{' conducive to the welfare of the individual, the family and
are g8

lE.lssuba, | |he society at large. Therefore, steps r_nust be taken to mitigate
wicfup .+ ensions in the early stages by various means such as proper

education of the spouse before and after marriage through litera-
wre, family counselling agencies, courts and services after divorce.

(i) Education About Proper Choice of Mates. The uneducated
young in the modern age of democracy, stimulated by movies and
other literature, are more prone to romantic marriages which
bring difficulties in marital relationships after some time either
due to differences in their cultures, attitudes or fundamental values.
I:g"m‘:;i: be made aware of the consequences of such marriages

¢ advised to leave such matters to their parents, who can

better c . . .
i hoose for their companion according to their own cultural

be : . i
A forms 11 Eaulse conjugal affection, rather than romantic love,
ls"_‘;’jﬁ rightly pojma‘sm 0}: a truly successful marriage. Elliott and Merrill
t'z:.u'm complex ba:lg' Conjugal affection is not included in the romantic
1: "o & Persona) atlraect' as the latter is upon unfamiliarity, excitement,
L tion, '0n and similar considerations. ... Conjugal affec-
parts N the othe g

funda r hand, comprises an intangible but nevertheless

do ol Menta) F :
es only Suecessfy, gmup of expectations, attitudes and values that insure
chand § - SOmm nicau:)“&l;‘la.ge, It involves such considerations as complete
are 00t M variq 1 Detween husband and wife ; their just participation

US artive: :
Many hak; activities ; the harmonious mutual adjustment of the
'tual relat

Similg, i onships of marriage ; consensus derived from
fact of mr:ltlo“s of important situations ; and finally the simple
lal“Ying onal friendship.”28 In this connection the system of

is P .

at .
ratio? alure 0 tns (horoscopes), which to some extent indicate the
onclk their © Parties is worth pursuing. Also marriages within

. Ownp
Qw'“g r:as.tes Or at leas: within their class can be more successful

s PR ] .
™ 'Milarities in cultures.
e P. 381,
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186 INDIAN SOCIAL PROBLEMS

In spite of all such advices still many young persons are ey § l‘st,urtﬁ‘
to marry mates of their own choice. In such cases they myg be
taught that romance is not Fhe only sound basis of marriage 4, il T‘
the marriage should not be dissolved whe-n romance is on the ygp, Fﬁld
They should be informed that love which enables a MarTiage n; L L
endure is something finer, deeper, and more realistic than p, dﬁ,noni
romantic love of the movies and popular stories. Mr. Landis pojs ganent
out, “Many divorces arise because the romantic expectations wit, #§ b we
which young people often enter marriage are frustrated by the ild We
unromantic realities of the marital situation. If these expectations
could be modified in the direction of greater realism, a large number e assist
of marriages might conceivably be saved.”?? Elliott and Merril

remark, “Men and women are demanding greater personal satis- for dwf
faction from the estate of matrimony. But then one has to work the soc!
harder at making marriage a success. Also greater emphasis upon one €xé
personal happiness in marriage deserves analysis as to its essential the gro
validity. Life exacts difficulties as well as pleasures and is full of 0ames.
petty annoyances, disappointments and disillusionment, both in whene
and out of marriage. Probably no married people were completely B
happy before marriage, nor they can expect to be completely happy frail?
after marriage. Many young men nourished in the romantic tradi- Yot{ n
tion may blame their marriage if they feel unhappy whereas the be rig|
difficulty may lie either within themselves or in situations external on the
to marriage.”’® distur
(i) Family Counselling Agencies. Often there are tensions in the of he
family owing to the reasons already stated such as differences n SYmp
temperament, attitudes and social values ; economic difficultics: 4 (v
ill health, conflict on child’s training, etc. There should be family ,- Certa
counsclling agencies with trained social workers in family matters- not ¢
They should try to analyse the situation and suggest methods fo{; bul“
removing that tension. Such family counselling agencies are foun assis
in some of the industrially advanced countries particularly U.S-A ance
But unfortunately such agencies have not found their due piace W
in India. The first family welfare agency was started in Bomb2Y g~
In 1950, which is reported to be doing good work. Besides counsellin® aul
service to the client it renders some practical assistance. Community ;T;
' Landis, Paul H., * i h Education” e

e journ..l ;:hmj.m?;ntl}ol of the Romantic Impulse Throug
’ oclety, August , 1936. _ a

* Ibid., p. 450,
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Scanned with CamScanner



* Dol
S Wi
y lhg
:t:uiuns
Numby,
Merr
U sags
) Work
is Wpon
‘ssentia|
full of
both in
npletely
/ happy
¢ tradi-
cas the
axternal

5 in the
nees in
iCUItieSt
 family
natters
ods for
2 found
USA
¢ pia®
3 omb3
nsellilﬂg
mun!

uw;ioﬂ"'

B |
FAMILY DISORGANIZATION 187
like schools, hospitals, trusts and charities are approached
urﬁ .r:u the necessary help to the client and ¢
o re0

he family,
nere are also courts of domestic relations in US.A. which are
The

ided by persons of wide social experience and social understand.-
-ml hich help in preventing temporary discord through recon-
mfa:on of domestic relations, which otherwise often lead to per-
;;‘Eem family disruption. All those welfare agencieg which add to
he welfare of the family, and ease tensions, e.g, maternity and
child welfare centres, agencies rendering financia] assistance to the

nning clinics should
be assisted and encouraged by the state.

(i) Counselling Courts. When
for divorce they should

Y 100 much for her nerves,

. - = 1o the country.” The husband said, “ygqy, may
NEht. T think 1 Will call on a doctor *

O the wq

" He consulted a Psychtatrist
diStUrban Ome, Gradually her health improved and her emotional
of her Ce Was over. The husband came to understand the source

Peculiar behaviour and became much more tolerant apg
Pathetic i, his attitude.
%g:.)i Help After Divorce. 1n spite of thc.se measures the
e Cases w}\ere there is cgnstaqt tension in the family which ig
but aln y afchtlng the life organization of the husband and the wife
CIt children. Tn such cases some employmen
ance 1Ce should be pro

t or financig)
vided to her for her own and
i o, Children. Becay

the Maintep.
s¢ many such women resort tq Prostitutiop
Sog; a_LTC not able to secure employ_ment, and this leads to further
: IS0rganization. No other environment has proved SO favoyr.
ble for the upbringing of.children as the home Which the Parentg
create, if the home is relatively harmonious, but if j is utterly ip.
Ohious of positively harmful, the state myst seek to Protect

the ¢ ildren in some other way.®

'€ may be

n Maciver. R. M., and Page, C. H., op. cit., p. 276.
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388 INDIAN SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Future of Family Organization

To be sure, the instability of the modern family as meagyy
by divorce and separation and economic discord, will continge ,
increase for some time. Because these atre the by-products of map's
atte:mpt to evolve a new pattern of human relationships. Formrly,
social and economic pressures made it imperative for the family

to hold together in spite of other difficulties. But today it must
depend much more on its intrinsic strength.
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