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CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF “THE POWER AND Ty
) GLORY’ E

Greene's Power and the Glory is the st of a priest’s f;
through a land which has forsaken religious fa_n%s novel is set ifl}l“le
rimitive landscapes of Mexico, during the time Of polit e a
religious persecution in the 1920's. According to the new directives o4
the totalitarian government, the priests had fled away or were shy
dead, or they were made to forsake their priestly calling by gettip
themselves married. One of the priests (Greene does not give himf
name and he is known as ‘priest’) has eluded arrest and is being chaseg
by the police lieutenant throughout the state. The priest carries 5
reward of five hundred pesos on his head. He is a ‘Whisky-priest; 5
coward, the father of a child, born of his loneliness and weakness, “
once arrogant man who quickly recovers his old attitudes when he

reaches safety.”

The Novel Based on Personal Experience of Greene

. Graham Greene undertook a journey to Mexico in 1938 in order to
investigate the religious persecution in the state. As a result of these
travels, he wrote his first travel book, entitled The Lawless Roads.
Greene noted that the repression of religion was quite unevenly exerted
in different states. In some states the priests were captured and put to
death, but in some states they survived and lived comfortably to exercise
ll:_cu' duties. The priest in The Power and the Glory is, in fact, a prototype
;)u rsiv g?ser;! dﬁscnbed in The Lawless Roads. He is one o the two
Sumv himsz lll' e state. The other priest is father Padre Jose who has
saved Bimself by marrying a woman. The other priest, the hero of the
oy névﬂfhﬂede] has by the Tieufeiiant throughout the state. Thus the story of
is based o the actual experience of Greene.

The Theme of the Novel

Critics have found various th i .
Glory. Thi ! i ematic aspects in The Power and the
G?’s Efégﬁﬂl’.-’v: Porsett story. The P“rSP:gd priest is considered 3
novel. “'Fhe surfa though on the surface it is a political-religiovs
interplay of oppos?f“fiem"’ as in_every political novel, marks the
versus the saint. Green the political versus the religious, the dictato?
making a Whlsky ﬁ“ne twists the ition from its usual course %
on earth; and gve nn with an memw child, God’s represenwti"c

more than merely representative, the SO

\

Special Introduction 41

o . , st his
ntative in the entire statc, God’s last man to struggle against
:‘:{tx encmics. The priest is indeed a frail Jesus among the sm:;crsﬁ:
debilitated Jesus who must do God’s bidding when he is unsur‘e hg :o . k‘l
he bids for, and anguished JﬁusGwol:’o is al.;» n_rl‘\:xc:h u:;l:;c(t:g :yhisky-priest
ses as he is attracted by ’s will.
:I: ?e';:‘;ocsem the best which faith has 10 orfelr @n;g;il;o;lfl % ;;teea:tg\;
in
and the weakness of the novel. Perhaps only Scobivith so much i
purden of sin and grace and heaven and hell.” . .
Through the religious theme Greene seems 1O hlgh_hgh_l spmtu?;
co uences. The priest runs and runs from parish 0 ris I?hordete oo
save himself from persecution. But finally he comes back Ot'.csl e
his inner conscience to be trapped and shot dead. The pnd ey
reveal himself on various occasionsdlhﬁug!! he is a cowar
revelation in the village of Maria and thenint -
the novel is primarily the religious one of spiritual consequence We
have the priest’s ignorance of how and among whom his acuo:s are
indeed profitable; and his acute insight into those whom they do not
rofit—into the blindness of the faithful and of the church itself, in sO

ar as it is an earthl institution whose officers misconceive lhe_etﬁaq
anrd the inefficacy o¥ their ministrations. In his knowledge, he is aware
that what passes for piety among believers is often the humanity of the
Pharisees, and that the ‘goodness’ of the individual is not. the same
thing as his loyalty to the church and to the letter of doctrine. In his
ignorance, he is unaware that, although his own (_:hﬂd isa mqral outcast
who despises him, he has acquired a kind of spiritual paternity over the
rotestant American child who gives him shelter and refreshments, and
that by his martyrdom he converts, temporarily at least, the boy who is
fed up with the pious tale which his mother reads aloud night after
night, but equally fed up with the drabness of the political secularity of
the society in which he is growing up.”
An interesting aspect of the theme of this novel is the novelist’s
?ugst_ of salvation in earthly failures, In this aspect Greene may bé said
o have given the Christian novel a new turn. He does not portray a
good man’s quest for virtue or for heavenly city of God. On the other
hand he depicts the quest of-a sinner who forsakes God and embraces
the Devil'in order to reach the city of God. It has been suggested that a
marginal man—poor in spirit and weak in will and proud in soul can be
saved. Greene appears to hold the opinion that in earthly failure, God
sees potential salvation, that in apparent worldly success God sees
weakness, that in satanical pride God sees the capacity for humility, that
in indecision and denial God sees the possibility of faith. The paradox
has been established. Greene tries to prove that only indifference can
destroy God. Greene takes up the unbelief of man in God and measures
its strength. Greene tries 10 explore what God can mean to a man who
rejects him and who shakes hands with Devil. On a larger scale he asks
what God can mean to a world where only evil lives and which will
prove stronger in the battle between God and the Devil—the battle that
goes on in the mind of man. In fact, Greene paradoxically suggests that
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